HM-727 

AMEMDMEHTS TO THE SPECIFICATI<aT ; 

Page 1, before line 1, insert the following heading: 
TITLE OF THE INVENTION: 

Page 1, before the paragraph beginning on line 2, insert the 
following heading: 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

6 

Page 2, before the paragraph beginning on line insert the 
following heading: 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

/O 

Page 6, before the paragraph beginning on line Jf, insert the 
following: 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING: 

Fig. 1 is a section through a sealing device pursuant to the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION: 



3 



HM-727 

AMENDMEMTS TO THE SPECIFICATION; 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page line 10 with the 
following: 

In the area of the first sidepiece 12 and the end surface 10, 
a lubricant reservoir 17 is provided, from which lubricant can 
travel to the contact surface between the sealing lip 18 and the 
first sidepiece 12, An appropriate lubricating action is thus 
provided, which also helps to increase the life-span of the seal. 
An area 20 of the first sidepiece 12, which is in contact with the 
sealing lip 18, is at least one of hardened and subjected in 
certain areas to at least one of plasma nitridinq and controlled 
oxidation . 
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